
Catholic Medical Center 
Rapid Response Team 

Goal: 
Provide critical resources to non-ICU patients, assist staff in  
communication with primary physicians, and to Save Lives. 

Rapid Response Team Algorithm 

ACUTE changes in patient status with any of 
the following criteria: 
 
HR<40 or >130  SBP<90 or >200 
RR<8 or >28  Pulse O2<92% on O2 
Compromised Airway/Respiratory Distress 
Changes in Mental Status 
New/Prolonged Seizures  

Nurse Worried About Patient 

Call primary care physician for further evaluation and treatment 

No improvement in patient’s 
condition after treatment 

No prompt response 
from primary 

Primary physician 
requests assistance 

Nurse notifies primary physician 
for additional orders/consider Activate RRT by calling 6401 

Tell the Unit Tech: 
• Page the RRT (Rapid Response Team) 
• Patient Room Number and Floor 
• Name of the Department 

In Preparation for RRT Arrival: 
• Have patient care chart and Medex in room 
• Print/have current labs 
• Bring crash cart to room 
• Primary Nurse remains with patient 

Unit Tech Will: 
• Alpha-page the RRT team members with Patient Room Number and Floor/Name of Department 
• Call the Nursing Coordinator on the cell phone and notify her of the RRT activation, the Patient Room 

Number and Floor/Name of Department 

RRT Team Members* will respond to floor location immediately 
*ICU RN *Respiratory Therapist **Nursing Coordinator 

**From 3pm to 7pm 

IF AT ANY TIME THE PATIENT BECOMES PULSELESS, APNEIC, OR  
DEVELOPS AN UNSTABLE RHYTHM, CALL A CODE BLUE 
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